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time, was mistaken for the original image. So nu-
merous and so large were the pearls and precious
stones possessed by the Incans that the Dons could
not believe them genuine and put many of the gems
to the "test by hammer" breaking them into pieces,
most of which were later converted into rosaries and
other religious objects by the priests.
Host of the gold, silver and precious stones in pos-
session of the Incas was obtained in the form of trib-
ute from innumerable subject tribes. But vast
quantities were secured from extremely rich placer
workings, especially those of the Maranon district
near Laurikocha, Chuae* Rain,, Chuquis, Pampamar-
ca, Quihuilla, Chuquipampa, Patas, etc. A great
deal also came from the Quimsa Wiri mine between
the Cascay and Cayumba Rivers, which is one of the
almost fabulously rich "lost" mines. Incan records
state that from the mines of the Camanta Mountains,
two hundred and fifty carriers transported over ten
tons of gold to be used in making the immense gold
chain that Huayna-Kapac ordered to commemorate
the birth of his eldest son, Huascar. This was the
famed chain, seven hundred feet in length, which was
to be a portion of the ransom for Atahualpa. When
word of his death was received the treasure was hid-
den by the Incans. Some legends say it was sunk in
the Lake of Urcos, others that it was hidden in a cave
near Sorata. In addition to this chain there were
seven thousand loads of gold of seventy-five pounds
each, being brought from Chuquis for Atahualpa's
ransom. This was concealed in a pit or cavern near
Piscobamba. This almost inconceivable treasure,
having a value of nearly one hundred and sixty mil-